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prefixes & suffixes
immune medsimmune meds

Drug type prefix/ suffix example

Tetracyclines -CYCLINE Doxycycline

Aminoglycosides 
+ Macrolides

-mycin

Cephalosporins cef- or ceph- Cefazolin, Cephalexin

Penicillins -cillin Amoxicillin

Gentamycin, Clindamycin

Fluoroquinolones -floxacin Ciprofloxacin

Sulfonamides sulf- Sulfasalazine

cardiac medscardiac meds
Drug type prefix/ suffix example

ACE Inhibitors -pril Lisinopril

Calcium Channel 
Blockers -dipine or -amil Amlodipine, Verapamil

Angiotensin II 
Receptor Blocker

-sartan Losartan

Beta Blockers -olol Metoprolol

HMG-CoA 
Reductase Inhibitor

-statin Simvastatin

Alpha-1 Blockers -osin Prazosin

Thiazide Diuretics -thiazide Hydrachlorothiazide

Loop Diuretics -semide or -ide Furosemide, Bumetanide

Potassium-
Sparing Diuretics

-actone Spironolactone

Cardiac Glycosides -oxin Digoxin

Factor Xa Inhibitors -xaban Apixaban

Antithrombotics -parin Heparin, Enoxaparin

respiratory medsrespiratory meds
Drug type prefix/ suffix example

Beta-2 Agonists -terol Albuterol

Xathine 
Derivatives

-phylline Aminophylline

Anticholinergics -tropium Ipratropium

Leukotriene 
Modifiers

-lukast Montelukast

gastrointestinal medsgastrointestinal meds
Drug type prefix/ suffix example

H2 Blockers -tidine Famotidine

Proton Pump 
Inhibitors

-prazole Pantoprazole

Antiemetics -setron, -azine Ondansetron, Promethazine

neuro/ psych medsneuro/ psych meds
Drug type prefix/ suffix example

Antypical 
Antidepressants

-zodone Trazodone

Tricyclic 
Antidepressants

-pramine, -triptyline Clomipramine, Amitriptyline

Atypical 
Antipsychotics

-ridone Risperidone

Benzodiazepines -pam & -lam Clonazepam, Alprazolam

Selective Serotonin 
Reuptake Inhibitors -xetine, -pram Fluoxetine, Citalopram

-faxine, -nacipran
Serotonin-

Norepinephrine 
Reuptake Inhibitors

Venlafaxine, Milnacipran

Barbiturates -barbital Phenobarbital

Antifungals -azole Fluconazole

Antiviral/ Antiflu -vir Oseltamivir

Monoclonal 
Antibodies

-mab Rituximab

Protease Inhibitors 
(HIV drug)

-navir Indinavir

Antiviral/ 
Antiherpes

-clovir Acyclovir

Antimigraine -triptan Almotriptan

pain & anesthesia medspain & anesthesia meds
Drug type prefix/ suffix example

NSAIDs -profen Ibuprofen

Opioids -done & -one Oxycodone, Hydromorphone

Local Anesthetics -caine Lidocaine

Inhaled 
Anesthetics

-ane Halothane

Neuromuscular 
Blockers

-uronium, -curium Vecuronium, Cisatracurium

other common medsother common meds
Drug type prefix/ suffix example

Corticosteroids -sone, -lone, -ide Prednisone, Budesonide

Antihistamines -ine Loratidine, Cetirizine

Bisphosphonates -dronate Alendronate

Antidiabetics -gliptin & -ide Sitagliptin, Glipizide

Phosphodiesterase 
Inhibitors -fil Sildenafil
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NRTIs (HIV drug) -vudine Zidovudine
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therapeutic levels & antidotes

common therapeutic levelscommon therapeutic levels

Acetaminophen 10-20 mcg/ml

digoxin 0.5-2.0 meq/l

lithium 0.6-1.2 meq/l

phenytoin 10-20 mcg/ml

theophylline 10-20 mcg/ml

valproic acid 50-100 mcg/ml

salicylates 100-300 mcg/ml

mag sulfate 4-7 mg/dl

gentamicin 5-10 mcg/ml

tobramycin 5-10 mcg/ml

carbamazepine 5-12 mcg/ml

vancomycin 10-20 mcg/mltrough

phenobarbital 10-40 mcg/ml

procainamide 4-10 mcg/ml

amitriptyline 120-150 ng/ml

amiodarone 0.5-2.5 mcg/ml

antidotesantidotes

Acetaminophen n-acetylcysteine

anticholinergics physostigmine

drug antidote

aspirin sodium bicarbonate

benzodiazepines flumazenil

beta blockers glucagon

cholinergics atropine

cyanide hydroxocobalamine

digoxin digibind or digifab

dopamine Phentolamine

heparin protamine sulfate

insulin glucose

iron deferoxamine

drug antidote

isoniazid Pyridoxine

lead deferoxamine

mag sulfate calcium gluconate

methanol ethanol

methotrexate leucovorin

narcotics naloxone (narcan)

tricyclics sodium bicarbonate

warfarin vitamin k
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emergency meds

llidocaineidocaine
ActionAction

 · Temporary numbing/ pain relief (SQ or topical)
 · Suppresses ventricular cells when given IV

use for:use for:

 · Local anesthetic
 · Ventricular arrhythmias

lid
ocaine

eepinephrinepinephrine
ActionAction

 · Stimulates alpha & beta adrenergic receptors 
(blood pressure regulation)

 · Relaxes smooth muscle in heart & lungs

use for:use for:
 · Anaphylaxis
 · Acute asthma attack
 · Cardiac arrest

aatropinetropine
ActionAction

 · Increases HR by blocking vagal stimulation
 · Blocks acetylcholine (released during "rest & 
digest" response) 

use for:use for:

 · Symptomatic bradycardia
 · Reverse anticholinergics

nnarcanarcan
ActionAction

 · Competes for same receptor sites as opioids, 
reversing their effects

use for:use for:
 · Opioid overdose
 · Neonates affected by 
narcotics given during labor

atropine

remember these drugs to lean on

other emergency drugsother emergency drugs

Blocks potassium channels 
in cardiac cells, delaying 

repolarization

 · Ventricular obrillation
 · Ventricular tachycardia

 · Atrial obrillation/ nutter

Treat arrhythmias such as:

usesuses

 · Supraventricular 
tachycardia (SVT)

 · Diagnostically during 
stress test

Activates adenosine 
receptors in AV node, 

causing brief asystole so 
SA node can regain control

 · Hypocalcemia

 · Hyperkalemia

 · Hypermagnesemia

All can lead to cardiac arrest!

 · Severe metabolic acidosis

 · Cardiac arrest (acidosis 
from prolonged CPR)

 · Certain drug overdoses

Neutralizes excess acid in 
the body to restore normal 

blood pH levels

adenosine calcium gluconate sodium bicarbonateamiodarone

Rapidly restores calcium 
ions in the body (helps 
regulate contractility & 

electrical signals in heart)

usesuses usesuses usesuses
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